
TO COPY OR SCAN MATERIALS: 

• you must have permission or a licence from the copyright owner; or 

• comply with York University’s Fair Dealing Guidelines 

WHY?

The Copyright Act governs your right to make copies, (print or electronic), of copyright-

protected works in Canada. It allows a FAIR DEALING exception for short extracts of 

copyright-protected works for the purpose of research, private study, education, parody, 

satire, criticism, review or news reporting. 

York University’s Fair Dealing Guidelines assist in determining what may be copied or 

scanned without infringing copyright.

YOU MAY COPY up to ten (10) per cent of a copyright-protected work, or the following, 
whichever is greater:

a)	 one chapter from a book;

b)	 a single article from a periodical;

c)	 an entire artistic work (including a painting, print, photograph, diagram, drawing, map, 
chart, and plan) from a copyright-protected work containing other artistic works;

d)	 an entire newspaper article or page; 

e)	 an entire single poem or musical score from a copyright-protected work containing 
other poems or musical scores; or 

f)	 an entire entry from an encyclopedia, annotated bibliography, dictionary or similar 
reference work 

		  provided that in each case, no more of the work is copied than is required in 
order to achieve the allowable purpose. 

NOTE: Copying outside the Fair Dealing Guidelines or without a licence or 

permission may result in personal liability for copyright infringement. 

If you are in doubt as to the copyright status of the material, or the  

copying is not explicitly permitted by these Guidelines, go to  

www.yorku.ca/copyright for more information or contact  

the York University Copyright Officer at  

copy@yorku.ca.

BEFORE YOU COPY
Check these Copyright Guidelines

www.yorku.ca/copyright


